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Based on a 
blog post
https://hamatti.org/posts/community-
websites-with-eleventy/
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"The value of another's 
experience is to give us 
hope, not to tell us how or 
whether to proceed"

Peter Block, "The Answer to How is Yes"
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Hi, I'm Juhis!
Developer community builder

A blogger, indie web-er, web developer

From Turku, Finland 🇫🇮

Eleventy fan since 2018 (v0.2.x)
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Building 
blocks
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🧱
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Global Data Files 🧱🧱
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One way to create global data is through global 
data files: JSON and JavaScript files placed 
inside of the global data folder.  

[- -] 

All *.json and module.exports values from *.js 
files in this directory will be added into a global 
data object available to all templates.

https://www.11ty.dev/docs/data-global/
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If you have a multi-
community site or another 
larger project, you can use 

template specific data files
https://www.11ty.dev/docs/data-template-dir/
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Calendar
[ 
  { 
    "date": "2024-01-31", 
    "host": "Vaadin", 
    "url": "https:///meetabit.com/events/
turku-3-....." 
  }, 
  { 
    "date": "2024-02-15", 
    "host": "Code in the Dark event at 
SparkUp", 
    "url": "/codeinthedark" 
  }, 





  { 
    "date": "2024-01-16", 
    "special": { 
      "name": "Student Night with Asteriski and If", 
      "description": "We organized a special student night with students....." 
    } 
  }, 
  { 
    "date": "2024-01-31", 
    "host": "Vaadin", 
    "talks": [ 
      { 
        "title": "Guide to Effective Test Automation (tools and strategies)", 
        "speaker": "Aki Salmi", 
        "description": "In the realm of modern software development, .....", 
        "url": null 
      }, 
      { 
        "title": "Detect commonly undetected accessibility issues", 
        "speaker": "Eyal Eshet", 
        "description": "We’ll go through some of the common accessibility....." 
        "url": null 
      } 
    ] 
  } 



  { 
    "name": "Ambientia", 
    "url": "http:///wwwww.ambientia.fi/" 
  }, 
  { 
    "name": "Anders", 
    "url": "http:///wwwww.anders.fi/" 
  },
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Global Data Files 
or  
Content Management System?
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Global Data Files

+ Local 
+ No extra tooling needed 

- Not a great editor experience 
- Not great for large datasets
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Content management systems

+ Editor friendly 
+ Accessible from anywhere 

- Needs hosting or extra tooling 
- Depends on a separate service
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Documentation 
is crucial!



Documentation is crucial!

1. What should the content be 

2. Where is it displayed and how
(I have not done a great job 
with #2 in these projects so far)



Documentation is crucial!

What does it mean? 
Where does it go? 
Do I mess up everything if I click it? 
Do I mess up everything if I don't click it?



Content 
updates 
directly in 
GitHub



Copy-pasteable 
to new 
communities!

(I should make it into a starter kit)
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Thanks!
hamatti.org

Mastodon: @hamatti@hamatti.org

Syntax Error 
https://syntaxerror.tech

 Q&A?
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